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Session 5 - Fellowship 

Fellowship with other followers of Christ, with whom you have common beliefs and purpose, is essential for 

growing in your faith and in getting involved in ministry. Realizing the importance of relationships and 

accountability on a personal level only deepens your ability to walk closer with Jesus. At the same time, fellowship 

plays the most important role in a chapter many times because it is the single reason most people join the ministry of 

CMA. Let’s examine the role of fellowship in our personal walk with Christ. 

As a disciple of Jesus, you need other people. The experience of being a Christian was not meant to be undertaken 

alone, it was meant to be experienced in group settings with other believers in what the Scripture terms “the body of 

Christ.” The types of relationships you possess and focus on will have a tremendous impact on your personal 

progress toward God. 

We are called to be committed to people, not ideal people, but real people. This is where true fellowship with other 

believers begins. We need to remember God will use other people to assist in our personal growth. We need others. 

Our relationships with others will have ups and downs, but it’s important to keep in focus that we need each other. 

Communication, trust, love, and respect must be present in positive relationships with others. Invest into relationships 

what you would like to receive out of those relationships.  

Relationships can be challenging. You will have to forgive others. The way we treat people will be an avenue of 

growth for our personal lives.  

True fellowship with other believers happens in our lives when we open ourselves to the challenges and the rewards 

of relationships with others. Sometimes others will bring encouragement and a helping hand along the way, other 

times God will use people as “sand-paper” to smooth out the rough edges of your life. God will always use people 

and circumstances to bring out the best in you. Consider the words of Ecclesiastes: 

“Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 
10 

If one person falls, the other can reach 

out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 
11 

Likewise, two people lying close together can keep 

each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? 
12 

A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two 

can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken” 

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, NLT). 

When it comes to fellowship, alone we may be good, but together we are better, and together with God, we are 

unstoppable.  
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For Further Study: 

What are my responsibilities to other Christians? 

• We are to pray for one another. Almost every one of Paul’s letters opens with a prayer for those he is writing 

to (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3; 2 Timothy 1:3). 

• We are to minister to one another both physically and spiritually (Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:13; Galatians 

6:1,2; Romans 15:1,2; Hebrews 13:3). 

• We are to encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

• We are to serve one another (Philippians 2:3-4; Matthew 20:25-28). 

What should our attitude be towards other Christians? 

• The primary attitude should be to love them (1 John 3:14-15; 1 Peter 4:8). 

• Be patient with them (Romans 15:5-7). 

• Be sensitive to their needs (1 John 3:17-18; James 2:15-16). 

• Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13). 

Although doctrinal beliefs are vitally important, true biblical fellowship is not based on exact doctrinal agreement, 

but in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. We must learn to have fellowship with Him personally before our 

fellowship with other believers will be proper (1 John 1:3-7). 

The role of fellowship in the local CMA chapter 

Fellowship is an important aspect of ministry in any chapter. Its activities are as varied as having a cup of coffee 

together to traveling to a foreign mission field together. But the key element in all fellowship activities is they are 

done together. In the United States, we have fallen victim to the idea to be strong we must be alone. We tend to live 

our lives in our own personal fortress of solitude, thinking if we don’t need anyone else we prove ourselves self-

sufficient and stronger than the rest. Yet this isolation is not helping us or building the body of Christ.   

Fellowship is more than just shaking hands and exchanging pleasantries. It’s more than a moment in a service where 

we greet and hug one another. These forced moments of fellowship can become superficial. There should never be a 

time limit on relationships, and we shouldn’t settle for anything less than real honest interaction.  

Fellowship is defined as a sharing of common interests, goals, and experiences. That definition describes the local 

CMA chapter very well. Because of our common interests (i.e. serving Christ, motorcycles), common goals 

(Changing the world, one heart at a time), and common experiences (rides, rallies, and outreaches), chapters are the 

perfect place for true fellowship to happen. Fellowship within the chapter is an essential tool for effective outreach 

and evangelism. It is also an important tool for discipleship in the lives of new believers. Fellowship together 

confirms our partnership together with each other in the work of Christ. Through fellowship with each other we 

become of “one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32, NKJV).  

Biblical Basis for Fellowship 

The basic concept of fellowship could be described with one word: sharing. In the Scriptures, fellowship describes 

our sharing in relationship with God. We are in “fellowship” with God and His mercy through salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  

“God will surely do this for you, for he always does just what he says, and he is the one who invited you into this 

wonderful friendship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9, NLT). 

“We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And 

our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3, NLT). 
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This Biblical view of fellowship means we share our lives with Jesus; He is our friend, our brother with whom we 

can share our feelings and requests at any time of day or night. We share the very moments of our lives with Christ, 

but there is even more. Fellowship with Christ means we share in His life. We share in His suffering (Philippians 

3:10; 1 Peter 4:13), His resurrection (Ephesians 2:5,6), His reign (2 Timothy 2:12), and in His future glory (2 

Thessalonians 2:14). 

There is another aspect to fellowship that involves sharing with other believers. The fellowship we share with Christ 

is also shared between others and Christ giving us an inescapable commonality. When you have fellowship with God 

of all grace, Who is what fellowship is all about, you cannot help for that “sharing” to spill over to others who share 

in the relationship.   

“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church -- about three thousand in all. 42 They 

joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord's 

Supper and in prayer” (Acts 2:41,42, NLT). From the very beginning of the church, believers have naturally devoted 

themselves to fellowship. So fellowship in the Bible means sharing both with God and with fellow Christians.  

Still yet another angle to fellowship listed in the Scriptures is the sharing of each other’s situations. As we have 

discussed earlier, 1 Corinthians 12:26 shows our interdependence in the body of Christ. Fellowship also means 

sharing each other’s joys and sorrows. Just as a family would rejoice when one member succeeds or grieve when one 

member fails, so it should be in Christ’s body. We need everyone else and they need us. 

Fellowship means sharing in each other’s needs as well. In the very earliest days of Christianity, believers shared all 

they had (Acts 4:34-35). The sharing of fellowship also means sharing in the suffering and in the consolation God 

brings. Suffering is a part of being human, but when you share with a brother or sister in suffering, you will also be a 

recipient of the peace that comes from God (2 Corinthians 1:5,7; 1 Peter 5:1).  

To share fellowship means to deeply love and care for your brothers and sisters. Consider this: 

“So make every effort to apply the benefits of these promises to your life. Then your faith will produce a life of moral 

excellence. A life of moral excellence leads to knowing God better. 
6 
Knowing God leads to self-control. Self-control 

leads to patient endurance, and patient endurance leads to godliness.  

7 
Godliness leads to love for other Christians, and finally you will grow to have genuine love for everyone. 

8 
The 

more you grow like this, the more you will become productive and useful in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (2 Peter 1:5-8, NLT). 

Biblical fellowship is at the top of the list of virtues added to your life as you grow in faith. Hebrews 13:1 encourages 

us to “Let brotherly love continue” (Hebrews 13:1, KJV).  

Fellowship in the Bible also carries with it the idea of being partners together in the work of God. It seems Paul’s 

closest friends were those who shared in the work with him (2 Corinthians 8:23; Philippians 1:5). There is a deep 

bond between those who serve together. This type of fellowship is forged and bonded, not by discussing or studying 

it, but by being in the trenches together.  

In summary, fellowship among believers is a very important function in the body of Christ. It means sharing in the 

life of God. It means sharing with other believers. It means experiencing a wide range of situations with other 

Christians. It means sharing in God’s work. 
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Why should a chapter have fellowship? 

Fellowship in the local chapter is absolutely essential to chapter health. Just as prayer is foundational to all we do, 

fellowship is the truest expression of our partnership in the work of God. Many times in the chapter, God chooses to 

use the development of Christian friendships in the process of bringing some to salvation. A large portion of CMA 

members became involved in a CMA chapter for the fellowship, long before they were committed to the cause of 

Christ. A chapter that holds its arms open and maintains a loving environment becomes a fertile place for new 

converts to come to faith. As we have seen from the Scriptures, the sharing of fellowship is a very active part in the 

growth of a young Christian life.  

From time to time you might hear comments like, “Our chapter doesn’t have time for ice cream runs and pointless 

get-togethers, we are too busy doing the work of the Lord.” What that comment fails to recognize is true effective 

ministry takes place in purely social settings. God uses the bond of friendship to touch the heart of people and move 

them toward faith in Christ. Fellowship can change new hearts for the Kingdom, be a useful tool in discipling young 

converts, and can provide the strength and support through community all believers look for and need. Sharing with 

each other is an important and indispensable aspect of chapter life that should never be overlooked. Take a lesson 

from the bees. One bee always seems ready to feed another bee, sometimes even one of a different colony. Mutual 

feeding among bees, which are very social insects, is the order of their existence. The workers feed the helpless 

queen who cannot feed herself. They feed the drones during their period of usefulness in the hive. And of course they 

feed the young. Bees cluster together for warmth in cold weather and fan their wings to cool the hive in hot weather, 

thus working for one another’s comfort. Among all the work of fellowship, they seem to enjoy the sharing. May our 

chapters become bee-hives of fellowship. 

Practical suggestions for fellowship in the local chapter.  

A very simple way to encourage fellowship in the local chapter is to purposely greet each other face to face at each 

chapter event. This greeting ensures each member feels welcome and important. Follow up with chapter visitors and 

members by phone or email. Communication is an important aspect of making sure fellowship is developing properly 

in your chapter.  

Try to think of creative ways to make all members feel valuable. Be appreciative to members who have sacrificed 

time and resources to do something for the chapter and continue to make new opportunities for involvement 

available. When new members find an area of involvement that makes them feel like they are contributing to the 

chapter, you have created a bond of fellowship not easily broken.  

Nothing builds friendships faster than doing ministry together. The camaraderie that comes from working side by 

side in the work of God is the stuff lifelong friendships are built on. However, in the midst of the ministry that goes 

on in a local CMA chapter, don’t forget to plan special social and fun activities. These times are valuable in getting to 

know one another and will foster fellowship in the future. 

Accountability 

One final benefit of fellowship in the local chapter that is often overlooked is accountability. While it is true, we will 

all give a personal account of ourselves before God (Romans 14:12), it certainly helps to have Christian brothers and 

sisters who will not be afraid to get involved and help us along the way.    

Accountability means transparency. As individuals, we need to measure our lives against the Word of God. We don’t 

compare ourselves to others. Our focus should be on Jesus and His righteousness. This requires honesty and somber 

self evaluation. Being accountable for our own actions and thoughts is necessary if we are going to honestly interact 

with other members of our chapters and the Body of Christ. This kind of openness and honesty takes effort, but it can 

reap huge rewards in our lives.  
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1 Peter 2:12 instructs us on the importance of being transparent before others. They should “see our good works” and 

in turn praise God. Matthew chapter 5 is plain as well, “In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16, NLT). It is clear Jesus wants our actions to be on 

display for others, but we all know it’s really easy to put up a good front around others, keeping up the appearance of 

godliness without the substance. 

Who have you given the right to ask you the hard questions about your marriage, family, finances, friends, or 

activities? We need brothers and sisters in our local chapters to help us be accountable for the way we live. Being an 

involved member of a chapter is a choice. When you choose to be involved in the fellowship life of your chapter you 

have chosen to trust others to assist you in keeping on track in your walk with God. You don’t have to do it alone! 

When you make yourself accountable to others you have a partner in the journey. Here are two signs of an 

accountable believer: 

• Integrity - My word is my bond. We are God’s children and have taken on His nature. It isn’t God’s nature 

to lie, so it should not be mine. (Numbers 23:19a; 2 Peter 1:4). 

• Humility/teachability – How quick are you to repent when you do something wrong? Do you make 

excuses or do you apologize quickly, righting the wrong?  Proud people never think they are wrong.  

Hebrews offers this advice on keeping one another accountable, “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts 

of love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24, NLT). Jesus wants us to consider how we can use the concept of 

fellowship in the local chapter to help our fellow believers remain accountable to God. 

 

For Further Study: 

Financial Accountability/Giving 

God wants us to be givers. We should never give under compulsion or because someone says to. We give because 

God asks us to, being good stewards of the resources He has placed in our hands. In this measure, open handed 

giving is a marker of financial accountability before God. 

“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a 

generous crop. 
7 
You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 

pressure. 'For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.' 
8 
And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 

always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8, NLT).  

Generous giving is proof of who we are and where our faith is placed. Those who trust in God and are growing their 

faith are learning to lean on the provision of God in everything and see their resources as flowing through their lives 

to be used for God’s purposes.  

Misconceptions about giving 

• God will like you more or do certain things for you if you give. We can’t buy favor with God. Giving is 

motivated by love, not by guilt, and is not done to be seen.  (Matthew 6:3,4) 

• God will bless all people so there isn’t a need to give. God’s rain falls on the just and the unjust (Matthew 

5:45), but the Scripture is also clear, harvest follows the planting. There will be no reaping unless we sow 

(Hosea 10:12) 

• Those who have more are closer to God. Spirituality is not measured by either the abundance or lack of 

material goods. Nowhere in the Bible does God specifically condemn anyone for having money. Instead, 

God deals with our attitude. 
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Never let the issue of money, financial accountability and generosity interfere with your relationship with God. 

Guard yourself from trusting in money rather than God (Mark 10:23-27; Proverbs 11:4, 28). Let your passion be for 

heavenly treasure rather than earthly possessions (Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-4). The goal of life isn’t to earn 

as much money as possible (Proverbs 23:4). Only God can provide for all your needs. Look to Him as your source 

and keep money in the proper perspective (Philippians 4:19; Deuteronomy 8:10-18). Most of all live freely and 

openly with the resources God has put in your life (Matthew 25:14-30; Psalm 112:9, Proverbs 11:24; Matthew 10:8). 


